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averse himself from the re-publication of his Essays ; he expressed
a regret which one cannot share that he had ever written on
purely literary subjects; and it is on the History that he wished
and deserves to be judged.

I will end with two quotations, one about dogs from his
Correspondence, and the other from a magazine article :

How odd that people of sense should find any pleasure in being
accompanied by a beast which is always spoiling conversation!

Truth is the object even of those works which are peculiarly
called works of fiction, but which, in fact, bear the same relation
to history which algebra bears to arithmetic.

Perhaps there are others beside myself to whom Macaulay may
endear himself by these casual comments.

GENERAL   BOOTH

IN his preface to God9s Soldier Mr. St. John Ervine at once wins
the reader's sympathy by explaining that the success of his play
The First Mrs. Eraser enabled him to devote six years to writing a
Life of General Booth, in whom he is interested as one of" those
who having no social influence, rebel against authority, defeat
authority, and create authority." His book is a most careful
work, and unless important new material is produced, will
remain the chief authority upon Booth. Unluckily Mr. Ervine
has been so fascinated by his subject that his power of selection
has been dulled ; much of the material included is uninteresting,
and the book does not seem well suited to the general reader.
An abbreviated version would be welcome, in which Mr. Ervine
could show the incisiveness that distinguishes his journalistic
work.

This book destroys the legend, fostered by the General in his
old age, that he was the chald of middle-class people who had
come down in the world. Actually he was brought up in extreme
poverty, his father could not even sign his name, and he himself
remained a highly uneducated man. (Mr. Ervine is quick with
the obvious reminder that Christ was the son of a carpenter's
wife, but the analogy is false, for He continued to be as poor as